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In this paper，literature analysis is used to outline and explain the relationship 
between authoritarian regime and traditional Confucianism in Taiwan based on 
Chiang Kai-shek. At the same time, involving the relationship between Chiang 
Kai-shek’s thought and the other kinds of intellectural group at that time in 
Taiwan .With that as a starting point, exploring the role of Confucianism in the 
process of democratic transition at modern time. 
This article starts with the concept and extension of Neo-authoritarianism . 
Seeking answers why the political conformation of Taiwan was in accordance with 
“political order in changing society” which was presented by Samuel P. Huntington. 
Authoritarian dictatorship became allies of liberalism in the Cold War instead. 
Because of the emergence of the Cold War, the rule of Chiang Kai-shek in Taiwan 
show the form of “Mimicry of democracy”. Confucian philosophy was incorporated 
into the official ideology. Commencement of this ideology is inextricably linked with 
the crisis of its political legitimacy . KMT regime in Taiwan faced the crisis of 
“legitimacy and orthodoxy”. Chiang Kai-shek had to look to the traditional Confucian 
ideology to find intellectual resources in order to solve this crisis. Different groups of 
intellectuals in Taiwan haven’t have the same relationship with Chiang Kai-shek in 
this process. By observing the different groups of intellectuals such as KMT official 
literati、 liberal intellectuals and Modern Neo-Confucianism’s different attitudes 
towards Confucianism, we can  understand  that Cultural Conservatism Scholar’s 
difficult position when they criticized Chiang Kai-shek’s regime ,nevertheless at the 
same time they have to maintain social stability. It can be found that the traditional 
Chinese culture which of Confucian culture as the representative was not 
incompatible with the Western culture when we processed back the course that how 
the authoritarian regime transited to a constitutional system at the  period of KMT 
rule in Taiwan. Finally, reflecting on the contribution and fault of radical thought 
during last century. 
It has a positive side that the use of Confucianism in the process of 
modernization of national construction . This can be exploited for the future. These 
are the ultimate goal of this research. 
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